
 
MINUTES 12 December 2017 
 

 
A meeting of the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board was held this evening in 

the Board Room, 133 Greenbank Road, Ottawa, Ontario, commencing at 6:36 p.m. with 
Trustee Shirley Seward as chair and the following also in attendance: Trustees 
Christine Boothby, Erica Braunovan (electronic communication), Chris Ellis, Mark 
Fisher, Theresa Kavanagh, Keith Penny, Dr. Anita Olsen Harper (electronic 
communication) and Lynn Scott. 

 
STUDENT TRUSTEES: Alexander MacDonald and Rita Ramotar. 
 
STAFF: Director of Education, Jennifer Adams; Superintendent of Human 

Resources, Janice McCoy; Superintendent of Instruction, Peter Symmonds; Executive 
Officer, Corporate Services, Michèle Giroux; Manager of Board Services, Katrine 
Mallan; Audio Visual Technician, John MacKinnon; and Board/Committee Coordinator, 
Samantha Flynn.  

 
On a motion by Trustee Boothby, seconded by Trustee Kavanagh, the Board 

resolved into an in camera session. Trustee Scott assumed the Chair in camera and 
presented the report in the public session. (Board Minutes 17-019 refers). 

 
16. Call to Order – Chair of the Board 

 
Chair Seward called the public meeting to order at 7:35 pm.  She acknowledged 

that the meeting is taking place on unceded Algonquin Territory and thanked the 
Algonquin Nations for hosting the meeting on their land. 

 
17. Approval of Agenda 

 
Moved by Trustee Boothby, seconded by Trustee Scott, 
 THAT the agenda be approved. 
  

- Carried – 
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18. Student Trustee Report 
 
Student Trustees MacDonald and Ramotar provided the Board with the 

following report:  
• The Student Senate has selected the District’s exit outcomes as the focus of 

the annual senate initiative.  The initiative seeks to engage students from 
across the District by inspiring young leaders from each high school to join 
school leadership teams led by student senators; 

• Student Trustee MacDonald noted that greater focus will be placed on 
encouraging students to attend the annual student symposium from all areas 
of the District;   

• The Student Senate has developed five goals to increase student 
engagement across the District.  The goals include the following: 

o Analysis of student feedback received following the District’s “Day 
with the Director” held in May 2017.  Feedback will be used to 
advance the Student Senate’s 2017-2018 initiative; 

o Student Senators will share knowledge with their leadership teams 
regarding the District’s exit outcomes.  Workshops will be developed 
by the Student Senate in preparation for the District’s student 
leadership conference  which will focus on the exit outcomes; 

o The Student Senate will host the District’s student leadership 
conference which will feature various workshops and provide 
resources that explain and support the District’s exit outcomes; 

o Student senators will act as a support network for local leadership 
teams in the creation, planning, and implementation of their local 
initiatives during April and May 2018; and 

o In June 2018, Student Trustees MacDonald and Ramotar will present 
a report to the board which summarizes the outcomes of the Senate 
initiative.  

• Student Trustee Ramotar advised that the Student Presidents’ Council has 
proposed a District-wide initiative for the year which will feature a coffee 
house.  Student Trustees Ramotar and MacDonald will be working to 
develop community interest in the event over the coming months; 

• Student Trustees Ramotar and MacDonald were pleased to attend the 
Ontario Student Trustees' Association – l'Association des élèves conseillers 
et conseillères de l'Ontario (OSTA-AECO) fall general meeting which 
included professional development opportunities, workshops, and keynote 
speakers to assist student trustees in developing their roles throughout the 
year; 

• In his role as Chief Financial Officer (CFO) for OSTA-AECO, Student 
Trustee MacDonald participated in various engagement sessions with the 
Ministry of Education to discuss inequities in transportation for students, 
student involvement in pupil accommodation reviews, and indigenous 
education.  He also attended a youth budget consultation with the federal 
Finance Minister to discuss the importance of work integrated learning; 
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• Student Trustee MacDonald noted that he will be meeting with the Ontario 
Public School Boards’ Association (OPSBA) and the Ontario Catholic 
School Trustees’ Association (OCSTA) in the coming weeks to discuss 
professional development budget equity for student trustees; and 

• Student Trustee Ramotar noted that both she and Student Trustee 
MacDonald are thankful for the opportunity to represent the District’s 
students.  
 

Director Adams commented that she was pleased with the Student Senate’s 
decision to focus its work on the District’s exit outcomes.  She noted that the Student 
Senate was involved in the development of the exit outcomes and their input was 
greatly valued.  She added that the feedback gained through the Student Senate 
initiative will assist District staff in understanding students’ perspectives with regard to 
the assessment and evaluation process.     

 
In response to a query from Trustee Kavanagh, Student Trustee Ramotar noted 

that there are a growing number of female student senators within the District and 
several female co-presidents across the province.  Student Trustee MacDonald added 
that one of the goals for the upcoming Public Education Symposium is to encourage 
attendance from all genders and marginalized groups of students.   

 
Chair Seward thanked Student Trustees MacDonald and Ramotar for their 

presentation, adding that their contribution with regard to the Board’s advocacy 
initiatives is greatly appreciated. 

 
19. Report from Board (In Camera) Session 

 
Vice-Chair Scott reported that the Board met in camera this evening, and reports 

and recommends as follows: 
 
a. Human Resources Matter 

 
Moved by Trustee Braunovan, seconded by Trustee Scott, 

THAT staff proceed as directed in Board in camera with 
respect to a human resources matter. 
 

- Carried – 
 

A recorded vote was held and the motion was carried unanimously by 
those present: 
FOR: Trustees Boothby, Braunovan, Ellis, 

Fisher, Kavanagh, Olsen Harper, 
Penny, Scott, and Seward 

(9) 

AGAINST:  (0) 
ABSTENTION:         (0) 
   

-16- 
 



b. Personnel Matter 
 

Moved by Trustee Fisher, seconded by Trustee Scott, 
 THAT staff proceed, as directed in Board in camera, with 

respect to the Director Evaluation for the 2016-2017 School 
Year and confirm the performance objectives for the Director 
of Education for the 2017-2018 school year. 

 
- Carried – 

 
A recorded vote was held and the motion was carried unanimously by 
those present: 
FOR: Trustees Boothby, Braunovan, Ellis, 

Fisher, Kavanagh, Olsen Harper, 
Penny, Scott, and Seward  

(9) 

AGAINST:  (0) 
ABSTENTION:         (0) 
   

 
20. Briefing from the Chair 

 
Chair Seward expressed her appreciation to all staff and trustees for their hard 

work over the past year.  She extended her warmest wishes to all staff and students 
for a wonderful holiday break. 

 

21. Briefing from the Director 
 
Director Adams advised that staff was recently informed that the Ministry would 

provide funding for up to 18 months to defray the costs of holding and maintaining the 
former Rideau High School building, while the Rideau-Rockcliffe Community Resource 
Centre and the Odawa Friendship Centre continue the preparation of a detailed 
business plan and proposal to use the space as a community hub.  She noted that 
there remains a substantial amount of work to be done, adding that staff will continue 
to keep trustees informed as the process continues. 

 
22. Delegations 

 
There were no delegations.  

 
23. Matters for Action 

 
a. Confirmation of Board Minutes  

 
i. 28 November 2017, Board 
 

Moved by Trustee Boothby, seconded by Trustee Kavanagh, 
 THAT the 28 November 2017 Board minutes be 

confirmed. 
 

 - Carried – 
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ii. 04 December 2017, Board Organizational Meeting 
 

Moved by Trustee Boothby, seconded by Trustee Kavanagh, 
 THAT the 04 December 2017 Board Organizational meeting 

minutes be confirmed. 
 
Trustee Seward requested that the last sentence in the fourth 

paragraph under folio 63 be amended to read “…and it is her hope that 
the Board would to use the year in a very creative way to leave for the 
next Board the very best thinking, decisions, and effective consultation 
strategies with communities in the future.” 

 
Moved by Trustee Boothby, seconded by Trustee Kavanagh, 
 THAT the 04 December 2017 Board Organizational 

meeting minutes be confirmed, as amended. 
 

 - Carried – 
 

b. Business Arising from Board Minutes 
 

There was no business arising from the 28 November Board minutes or 
the 04 December Board Organizational meeting minutes.  

 
c. Receipt of Committee of the Whole Minutes 

   
i. Receipt of Report 36, Committee of the Whole Budget, 28 

November 2017 
 

Moved by Trustee Penny, seconded by Trustee Boothby, 
THAT Report 36, Committee of the Whole Budget, dated 
28 November 2017, be received. 
 

 - Carried – 
 
 The report contained no recommendations. 
 

ii. Receipt of Report 1, Committee of the Whole, 5 December 2017 
 

Moved by Trustee Scott, seconded by Trustee Ellis, 
THAT Report 1, Committee of the Whole, dated 5 
December 2017, be received. 
 

 - Carried – 
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1. Approval of basic daily fee rates for full-time Extended Day 
Program (EDP) and full-time daily rate for optional days for 
EDP 

 
Moved by Trustee Kavanagh in substitution for Trustee 
Schwartz, seconded by Trustee Scott, 

A. THAT the Extended Day Program fee be 
set, unchanged at the basic rate of $22.50 
per day, effective September 2018, for 
students who attend the program full 
time; and 

B. THAT the full-day fees for optional days of 
care in the Extended Day Program be set, 
unchanged at $35.00 per day, effective 
September 2018. 

- Carried – 
 

A recorded vote was held and the motion was carried unanimously by 
those present: 
FOR: Trustees Boothby, Braunovan, Ellis, 

Fisher, Kavanagh, Olsen Harper, 
Penny, Scott, and Seward 
 

(9) 

AGAINST: Nil 
 

(0) 

ABSTENTION: Nil        (0) 
d. Non-Consent Items 
 

There were no non-consent items.  
 
e. Report 17-104, Provisions for Calling Extraordinary Meetings of the Board 
 

Your Committee had before it Report 17-104 to recommend adopting a 
resolution authorizing the calling of extraordinary meetings of the Board to deal 
with executive compensation issues. 

 
Director Adams advised that the District is in the process of seeking 

approval of its executive compensation program.  She added that, in ensuring the 
District’s capacity to be responsive to Ministry timelines, it is preferable to invoke 
the provisions of the Board by-laws with respect to the calling of extraordinary 
meetings of the Board. 
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Moved by Trustee Boothby, seconded by Trustee Kavanagh, 
THAT the Board invoke the provisions of Section 8.6 of the 
Board’s By-laws and Standing Rules regarding the calling of 
extraordinary meetings of the Board, for the purpose of 
dealing with issues related to executive compensation, for 
the period from 12 December 2017 to 31 March 2018. 
 

- Carried – 
 

A recorded vote was held and the motion was carried unanimously by 
those present: 
FOR: Trustees Boothby, Braunovan, Ellis, 

Fisher, Kavanagh, Olsen Harper, 
Penny, Scott, and Seward 
 

(9) 

AGAINST: Nil 
 

(0) 

ABSTENTION: Nil        (0) 
 

24. Matters for Discussion 
 
a. Report from OPSBA Representatives  
 
 There was no report from OPSBA representatives.   
 

25. New Business – Information and Inquiries 
 
There was no new business. 
 

26. Adjournment 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:08 pm. 
 
 
 
 
Jennifer Adams Shirley Seward 
Director of Education Chair of the Board 
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